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Vivian ^^iiv-.. I ^ 

jf^^-j^^j^illf^G^AfE^f^ appears on me cov^f 



'"rsl^EOST— PER,O0.0RREPLV,SSETTOBXP,RE,MO.TH,S,PR0M 

"^^^ 1.704(b). 

status 

1)0 Responsive to communication(s) filed on lUanuary 2002 . 
r-, ■ iTiMAi 2bf^ This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 0 Ciaim(s) 18-67 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim{s) 2MZ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim{s) IMA is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

tO)DThedrawing(s)filedon_is/are: a)D accepted or o.e.ed to by the Examiner.^^^ 

Appr,cant may not request that any o,ect,on to the draw,ng(s) be held ,n abeyance. See 37 C R .B5(a^ 
The proposed drawing correction filed on _is: aO approved bD disapproved hythe Exa.,ner. 
1 If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C.§§ 119 and 120 ,,,, WH^ rm 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign pnority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)0All b)D Some* 0)0 None of: 

1 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 0 certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3:0 copies of the certified copies of the pnority docu-^s ^av^^^^^ received in this National Stage 
annlication from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
* see the attache d^^^^^^^^^^^ , , , , 

14) 0 Alnldgment is made ofaclaim for 

a) 0 The translation of the foreign language provisional aPP^catK^n has been rece^ed^ 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic prionty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or . 

4) 0 Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

1) 0 Notice of References C,ted{PTO-892) 5) 0 Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2) 0 Notice of Draftsperson s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) lj 

3) 0 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 6) ^^^^"^^^ 
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Claims 1-17 have been cancelled by Applicant. 



Continued Prosecution Application 
, T.e.e,ues,r.,e<.on,/U/2002fo,-adiv,s.o„a,Con.,nuedPvosec„.,onAp^^^^^^^^^ 

been estabHshed An aeon on ,he CPA follows. 

Claim Rejections - 3S USC g 112 

3 The fonow,ng is a quotation of the second patagraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

subject matter which the apphcant regards a. hi. imcntion. 

, Cla„,.18.24a,et.eeted„ndet35USC1.2,secondpa.agtaph,asbe.n„ndef,nitefot 
,„,„,.opa,.c.atl,pointou.andd,st,„ctl,clai™thesn,ectn,atte.wh,chappUcantte.^ 

the invention. 

,„elain, 18, the ph,-ases>.y.ac.,cac,d-based- and "polycapt-olactoneW'ts vague 
"based". 



The following is a quotation 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 



obviousness rejections 



set forth in this Office action: 
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manner m which the inx enlion was made. 

6 Cla^s 18-24 are rejected under 35 U S C 103(a) as bemg unpatentable over 
MATSUDMRA ET AL(US 6,0%,43„ ,n vtew of WNUK ET AL(US 5,939,467, 

MATSUDAIRA ET AL dtseloses a biodegradable card con,pr,s,ng a base matertai 
contatntng a polylacttc acd copolymer or Hcopolynrer Hav.ng a .Cecular wcght of .0,000- 
,,000,000 and up to 20^% addi.,o„alb,odcgradablepo„nrerssucb as an abphatto polyester 

havtng a nrolecular wetght of ,0,000-100,000 and/or a po.ycaprolactone having a molecular 
wetglt. of 10,000-100,000, and opttona.ly up to 50 «t% filler such as oalcu. carbonate or nr.ca. 
therein the card hasa™agneticorother,nfor™at,onrecord,ng.ayer,„ne63,col3tohne,0, 
eol4;„ne29,cof4tol,ne24,col,5,,nes46-«,co,,5;l,nes4-38,co.,6,asrec,tedinc,a,nrs 

" WNUK ET AL d.sc.oses that it is well known ,n the arn to uttltzes combtnations of three 

or nrore biodegradable polymers such as a blend containtng altphat.c polyester, 
polycaprolactone, andapolylacttdChnes 23-53,00. 3„norderto produce films and other 

conventional a,n,clesw,th an opt,mumbalanceofprocess,b,l,ty,mechanicalpropert,es, and 

durability for specific applications. 

would have been obvtous to a person of ot dinary sk,.. ,n the an at the time the 
,nven„on was made to uttl.ze multiple nrod.fytng btodegradab.e po.ymers ,n the po.ylactic acd 
,a.e layer mater,alofMATS.DA,RAETALandadjus,the relative propontonsofthe various 
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modifying polymers in order to obtain the desired mechanical properties and/or durability 
characteristics required for specific applications. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertment to applicant's 
disclosure. 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION EP 0 890 614 Al discloses a biodegradable card 
material. 

8 Any inquiry concermng this communication or earlier communications from the 
exammer should be directed to Vi.ian Chen whose telephone number is (703) 305-355 1 The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday from 8:30 AM to 6 PM. The examiner can also 
be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If artempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Thibodeau, can be reached on (703) 308-2367. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-3601. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661 . 

February 25, 2002 



